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MODERN TRUE HISTORY TIMELINE OF THE LDS CHURCH





2002: Grant Palmer, 34-yr CES instructor, publishes ‘Insiders View of Mormon Origins’, a purely factual book.  He is disfellowshipped 12/4/04 & instantly becomes a folk hero among LDS and ex-LDS truth seekers.  LA Times reports that Utah ranks #1 in anti-depressant and narcotic drug usage.





2006 Turner-Bergera award for Best Biography goes to ‘Mormon Enigma’ biography of Emma Hale Smith.





2007: Salt Lake Tribune establishes zero real growth for the world wide church.  PBS produces “The Mormons”, shining a light into the dark corners of LDS history.  The program concludes with a profound question: Can the Mormon church survive its own history?  On the heels of “The Mormons” comes “September Dawn”, a romance using the Mountain Meadow Massacre as part of the storyline.     





1834: 51 people sign an affidavit asserting that Joseph Smith Jr. and Sr. were “destitute of moral character”.  Printed in “Mormonism Unvailed” by ED Howe.





Trial of 1826. Joseph Smith admits deception for gain, and that he could discern nothing with peep stones.





1975: A disillusioned Thomas Stuart Fergeson reports that zero forensic evidence can be found that supports the Book of Mormon as a real history.  The church quietly halts all archeology efforts.





1842: To fulfill prophesy, Joseph Smith directs Porter Rockwell to assassinate Gov Lilburn Boggs.  Porter misses.  Taking a cue from Joseph, ‘bloody’ Brigham Young would later use Porter, Bill Hickman, and others to commit various crimes, including murder, when he felt it necessary. 





Joseph Smith Born December 23, 1805





2001: RLDS de-emphasizes Joseph Smith, the BoM, and the “inspired translation” of the KJV Bible, and becomes “The Community of Christ. Membership drops by 75%.





1998, 1999: FAIR and FARMS websites step up to ‘combat’ true history and other doctrinal critiques.  Apologist arguments often leave the questioning member thinking: “Is this the best we got?”





1969: Book of Abraham papyri found to contain ordinary funerary papers and ‘book of breathings’.  Papyri have nothing to do with Abraham and post-date Abraham by 600 yr.  Joseph Smiths’ Egyptian ‘alphabet’ established as nonsensical.





Spring 1844: Not satisfied with only 22 wives, Joseph Smith makes overtures to Jane Law, wife of William Law.   Jane refuses, an argument ensues, and the Laws are excommunicated.  William Law, determined to expose polygamy and polyandry to the world, buys a printing press and publishes the first and only edition of the “Nauvoo Expositor”.  Faced with losing everything, Joseph Smith leads a raid on and illegally destroys the free press, setting off a series of events that would culminate in his death and that of his brother, Hyrum, in a gunfight on June 27, 1944. 





Sept 1993: six prominent scholars who were deemed too liberal are either disf. or exed.  The ‘Sept Six’ are now folk heroes to many disaffected members who view their intellectual honesty as higher moral ground than church orthodoxy and ‘faithful history’ ignorance.





1967: Book of Abraham papyri discovered in NY museum





1906, 1990: Substantial changes are made to the temple ceremony.  A more politically correct ceremony emerges after each change.   The blood oaths of vengeance for the killers of Joseph and Hyrum are removed in 1906, the penalty of death symbologies and evil minister episodes are removed in 1990.





1970: Church opens archives to free examination by historians.  1980: Archives are closed.  A brief renaissance for church historians.





1922: BH Roberts presents Book of Mormon historicity problems to Quorum of Twelve & First Presidency - no explanations are offered by the Brethren.





1844-45: Following the death of Joseph Smith, James J. Strang professes to be the successor to Joseph Smith, translates characters from metal plates, produces a book, and 11 witnesses, none of whom ever denied their testimonies.    Three of the Whitmers, Martin Harris, Hiram Page, William Smith, and Lucy Smith all followed Strang’s leadership from 1846 to 1847.  Emma is unable to reconcile polygamy/polyandry and distances herself from Brigham Young.   Brigham introduces blood atonement oaths in the Temple ceremony swearing vengeance on the killers of Joseph and Hyrum.  An oath swearing revenge on the US Government would also be added to the Temple rites.  





1995: Recovery from Mormonism message board launched, boasting 1000’s of hits daily.   





1981: Signature Books is founded, in direct response to the cancellation of Leonard Arrington's 16 volume "History of the Church" project.





1996-1998: Hinckley on TV.  60 min & Larry King Live.  Attempt to mainstream?  Polygamy remains a boat anchor.





1981: Boyd K. Packer gives landmark talk requesting that members limit historical research to faith-promoting approved source materials.  BKP will go on to say  in later years that the Church “has little use for the truth” and that “gays and intellectuals are the biggest threat to the Church.”





4/5/1843: Joseph Smith prophesies that those in the rising generation would see, while still in the flesh, the second coming of Christ.  Generally accepted cutoff date (Bruce McKonkie): 2000 AD.





2004: Simon Southerton publishes “Losing a Lost Tribe”.  Requests for membership record removal exceed 100,000 per year. Church buys 88,000 acres in Nebraska, making it the 2nd largest landowner in that state with 228,000 acres.  Church assets are ~40 billion, with 925,000 acres in N. America, and the largest foreign landowner in Great Britian.  The church is rumored to be the largest beef producer in the USA, and easily the richest per capita religion in the world.





1830: Book of Mormon first edition published





1947: Fawn Brodie publishes “No Man Knows My History”, setting the standard for subsequent modern LDS history authors.





10/22/2005: Fist Ex-Mormon Foundation Conference held.





1984-1986: Mark Hofmann sells forged documents to the church.   Dallin Oaks publicly describes the Holy Ghost /Salamander incident (a fabrication).  Other documents are purchased and hidden. 





1823, 1825: Ethan Smith, Poultney Vermont, publishes “A View of the Hebrews” proposing a Semitic origin for the American Indian, a dark skin race annihilating the whites, and quotes Isaiah.  





1952: Thomas Stuart Fergeson founds ‘New World Archeology Association’ for the express purpose of bolstering evidence supporting the Book of Mormon.





2001: UT displaces TN as the state with the highest bankruptcy rate.  UT teen suicide rate is double the national avg in 1992,96,98.





1979: Missionary lesson plan eliminates ‘Truth’ discussion.





Sep 1857: ~120 innocents of the Baker-Fancher wagon train are massacred at Mountain Meadow.  A week before, Young promises the Indians all the cattle in the wagon train if they would do away with the entire company.  3 weeks after, Young distributes $3500 in goods to the Indians in the region.  Stake Pres. Isaac Haight and Bishops William Dame and Philip Klingensmith participate in the massacre.  All told, 40-60 LDS members participate.  John Lee, the only participant showing remorse, is ironically selected as the patsy.  He is executed by firing squad on March 23, 1877, at Mountain Meadow.





1890: Faced with confiscation of church property, W. Woodruff produces the ‘Manifesto’, the beginning of the end for polygamy.  Plural marriages actually increase in 1891-93.





1904: Bill Hickman publishes “Brighams Destroying Angel”, his involvement in crimes and murders ordered by bloody Brigham.  The Congressional Smoot hearings bring intense pressure to enforce the provisions of the Manifesto and polygamists finally begin to be excommunicated.





1978: Faced with external criticisms, threats of closing whole countries to missionary work, anguish over faithful Brazilian members denied blessings, Spencer Kimball announces that Blacks can have the Priesthood.








